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We have a date: 

 

Pie and Ice Cream So-

cial….July 27, 2018 

Graveyard Tour         

Saturday Oct. 6.2018 

Annual Meeting       

Tuesday Nov 6, 2018 

Christmas Open House, 

Saturday                     

December 15, 2018 

 

Want to contact us?  This is the best 

email to use to contact us.         

jchsmartha@gmail.com 

Phone:   541-479-7827 

Website: www.jocohistorical.org 

Check out our  Facebook page.    

This is our email news-

letter.  You can “blow it 

up” so you can read the 

small print.  This is the 

5th electronic newslet-

ter.   We publish six 

newsletters per year, 

every other month.  

Three are mailed and 

three are sent via email.  

We hope you find them 

interesting.  

Phone, email or 

stop by for details 

of what we plan in 

the future.  
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We are having a  “Back to School” Raf-

fle.  You can get your tickets at the           

Research Library through Friday, Sep-

tember 14. Drawing will be held Sept 18.  

The first person that comes to claim a 

prize will have 15 choices, so come as 

soon as you are phoned.  The longer 

you wait, the less choices you have.   

Prizes are: A large set of gold –colored 

Christmas tree ornaments, a collectors 

Indian doll,...it could be a toy, but is 

mainly for display, also a 1890’s collec-

tors doll, about 20 knit caps for little kids 

(are you a teacher or have lots of grand-

kids?), two dolls that need to be dressed 

(it would be a good gift to sew clothes 

for these girls), a copy of any one of the 

books we print,  a stuffed  Santa doll 

dressed in tones of brown, a “coffee ta-

ble” book and other items we will accu-

mulate by Sept. 18.   

 

People donate things to the Society that 

they no longer need, gifts they received 

and do not want, all sorts of things that 

really are not historical and we have de-

cided to disperse some of them in this 

manner.  People seem to like to come in 

and have a choice of what they can 

claim and the money helps the Society 

pay one or two utility bills.    

 

We have a variety of flowers and trees 

that bloom at the Schmidt House Mu-

seum, but like these day lilies, their 

beauty is fleeting.  People also walk 

into the yard and pick flowers and 

leave trash.    Keeping up the yard is a 

daily chore, but we only have less-

than-weekly gardeners and mowers 

and many are volunteers.   

 



Bo 
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Board for 2018 

 

 

President/Publishing 

Joan Momsen 

Vice President /Historic 

Sites 

Ken Bell 

Treasurer/Ex. Secretary 

Martha Metcalf 

Secretary 

Open 

Events 

Linda Fuidge 

Finance 

Richard Marshall 

Living History Players  

Cindy English 

Parliamentarian  

Darrell Stafford 

Properties 

Glenn Hearrell 

Research Library 

Patricia Heumann 

Directors-at-Large 

Joan Dougherty 

Jim Van Delden 

Jan Greenblatt 

Kathy Marshall 

PORTRAYING HISTORY KEEPS LHP BUSY 

 

The Living History Players have some new players and new venues in which to entertain.  We 

welcome Sharon Allen as Indian Mary, Phil Martin as Umpqua Joe, and Ken Bell as Glen 

Wooldridge.  The three of them had an opportunity to try out their new personas at Indian Mary 

Park recently.  Our LHP were asked to participate in a “Rogue River Day” for the Club 

Northwest leadership team.  Joan Momsen presented an interesting history of the Rogue River at 

a luncheon at Taprock and then several of our players went to Indian Mary Park for another part 

of the day-long event.  The families of the CNW leadership team were invited for a barbeque and 

music fest at Indian Mary Park.  CNW also invited our LHP to join in this event by offering 

historical information about the park venue and some of our local historical figures. 

Hence, Sharon as Indian Mary and Phil as Umpqua Joe were the primary players for the Park.   

But we were also pleased to send Ken, as famous Rogue River Guide Glen Wooldridge, to the 

Park as well.  Also going to the Park to share their stories were Joan Dougherty as brave pioneer 

woman Mary Harris.  Joan brought along her two grandchildren, Alana and Ricky, who 

portrayed Mary’s children Sophia and David.  The kids were pretty excited to get to participate 

and 11-year-old Ricky proudly announced that he was going to be “Dead David.” 

Rounding out the players was Rick Marshall who so vividly portrays Elijah Davidson, discoverer 

of the Oregon Caves.  Everyone loves Rick’s very animated story of Elijah and his dog, Bruno. 

The Living History Players have also been going to the Valley of the Rogue State Park to 

entertain the campers on Saturday nights.  We thank Leta Neiderheiser, Irv Vodovoz, and Rick 

Marshall for their portrayals. 

We also thank Lyn Snell and Leta Neiderheiser for entertaining nearly 100 students at Allen 

Dale School.  Lyn said they very nearly banned her from the school when she showed up with 

her very ancient rifle – her favorite prop – which, by the way, doesn’t work.  However, showing 

up at a school with any kind of weapon is pretty much not okay!  They finally allowed Lyn and 

the gun into the school but she had to do some serious “explaining” to the school administrators. 

 

Joan and grandkids as 

the Harris Family. 



Oregon Books will give 

members a discount if you show 

your JCHS membership card, 

and will donate 5% of the sale 

back to the Historical Society.   

Oregon Books                          

150 NE E Street                

Grants Pass, OR 97526 

541-476-3132 
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 Join the Josephine County 

Historical Society.  

Print the coupon, fill it out 

and send to  

Josephine County Histori-

cal Society 

512 S.W. 5th Street, Grants 

Pass, OR 97526 

Shamrock Technologies  

Sean Malloy 

2555 N.W. Highland Ave.  

Apt. A 

Grants Pass, OR 97526 

541-761-0001 

 

Amazon can help us 

If you shop at Amazon, please sign 

up asap.  It only takes a few mo-

ments and we get a bit of money 

from your purchase.  It costs you 

nothing.  Sign up: 

http:smile.amazon.com/

ch/936015456 

Fred Meyer Commu-

nity Rewards also help.  

Sign up now or take the 

time to renew. If you shop 

at Fred Meyer, you have 

probably received a no-

tice to renew.. 

www.fredmeyer.com/com

munityrewards.                                    

 

 

Name_________________________________________ 

 

Address_______________________________________ 

 

City, State and Zip_______________________________ 

 

Your email address______________________________ 

Your phone number______________________________ 

 

Circle your membership:  $20 single, $30 family, $55 business.   
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We sell books and photos.   You can look at our website and see some of our offerings. 

However, not everything is listed.  We are given many older books that have little to do with 

Josephine County History or  are duplicates of what we have, so we put those out to sell.  

Maybe you had an old coffee table book that has disappeared or a book you remember from 

years ago.  We have many one of kind, single copy, of many such books that we wish to 

place in good homes.  So if you want a unique book, come visit our bookstore.  The prices 

start at just one dollar.  Some cost more because we think they are worth more.  Come and 

see what we have and make an offer.    

Here is a 23 year old drawing of the Schmidt House Museum drawn by Pat Bristol.   Just thought we would share it with you. 

Something about the Schmidt Family. 

Claus Schmidt and Hannchen Schroeder were born in Schlewig-Holstein, Denmark.  He was born in 1857 In Barn-

stedt and she in 1862 in Herzborn.  They moved to San Francisco as young adults.  Hannchen came with her sister 

Emma and worked as household help in San Francisco.  They learned to speak English by befriending the children of 

the homes in which they worked.   As with most families, the family history was repeated word-of-mouth without a 

formal written history.  Over the years the story was pieced together.   They both met the men they would marry after 

they arrived in the United States.  Emma married Henry Fredrick George Gebers in 1886.  George Gebers, the name 

he used,  was born in Westphalia, Germany and also migrated to the USA.   Hannchen married Claus Schmidt in San 

Francisco in 1887. Both couples soon homesteaded in Josephine County in  the Redwood Highway area.  A 

Schroeder nephew of Hannchen and Emma, arrived later and is the namesake of Schroeder Park, which was part of 

his farm.  Eventually they came to settle in different areas but only a few miles apart in Josephine County.    The 

Gebers stayed on the farmland and the Schmidts moved into Grants Pass.  Claus and Hannchen Schmidt had five 

children, four of whom lived to adulthood.  George and Emma Gebers had nine children, Their first born daughter was 

born in California and lived only a year.  All the other children of both families were born in Josephine County, Ore-

gon.  Claus Schmidt worked in the grocery business, owning and working at the store on the corner of 6th and I  

Streets.   Some of the Gebers’ boys worked at the grocery store for their uncle Claus, as did Claus’ daughter Anna 

and son Herman.   The US Bank now stands on the site.    None of the Schmidt or Gebers girls married but chose to 

work in the business world.  
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Come  

Walk  

Through  

The  

Schmidt 

House 

Museum  

Garden 

We are open Tuesday thru Fridays 

from 10am to 4pm.   

Come visit our  

Library and Book Store, tour the 

Schmidt House Museum and enjoy 

our garden .   

Research   

Library  at 

512 SW 5th.   

Grants Pass. 

We are open 

Tuesdays thru 

Fridays from  

10am to 4pm.   

Come and visit 

and see what 

we have in our 

books store.   

Vivia Mills is the third from the 

right in the back row.  We would 

like to know why  this photo was 

taken.  Looks like they are all 

holding some sort of certificate.  

Vivia drove taxis in Grants Pass 

during World War II.   

Does anyone know anything 

about his group and why they 

had this photo taken.    



 

 

The New Oldtimer 

JCHS’ electronic newsletter 

Martha Metcalf, Executive Secretary 

Joan Momsen, Publisher 

Josephine County Historical Society 

512 S.W. 5th Street 

Grants Pass, Oregon 97526 

541-479-7827 

jchsmartha@gmail.com 

Reminder:  

The Josephine County Historical Society is a non-profit with 

no governmental connection.  We are not part of county 

government.  

We are self-supporting thanks to our membership and bene-

factors.  

We invite you to join the Society.  You do not have to attend 

meetings, but we can use your volunteer services in many 

ways.  Phone us and ask. 

Membership Dues per year are: 

Single  $20 

Family  $30 

Business $55         Donations accepted.   

Join online: 

www.jocohistorical.org 

Buy books and photos online too.  

.   

 

 

 

We could use some new board mem-

bers .  If you are  a member and will-

ing to serve on the Board, call our 

office for further details.  If you are 

not a member, you may join at any-

time.   To be on the Board of Direc-

tors, you need to attend two consec-

utive board meetings and on the 

third visit the Board will invite you to 

serve.  You will then serve until the 

November election when your name 

will placed on our annual ballot.  

Board members serve for two years 

and attend one monthly board meet-

ing on the first Tuesday of each 

month at 6:45 pm in our board room 

in the barn located behind the 

Schmidt House Museum.  Meetings 

last about 90 minutes.   There are 

many committees that you might 

wish to chair, but we only ask you to 

attend the board meetings for a few 

months to see if you wish to get fur-

ther involved in our activities.  Volun-

teers are also needed. Living History 

Players could use a few more actors.   

Come and see us and discuss the 

possibilities.  

 

Do you have a historical story about Jose-

phine County that you would like to pub-

lish.  We need stories for Sundays Make 

History published each  Sunday in the 

Grants Pass Daily Courier.  Phone for de-

tails: 541-479-7827. 


