
The Josephine County Histori-

cal Society would love to have 

bequests to help operate the 

Society, but everything consid-
ered, we are solvent and bar-

ring unforeseen catastrophes, 

we are doing just fine.  We are 

very frugal and most of the 

time it works. For example, we 

had the website reconfigured 

and we had two bids.  The bids 

were very different but we 
went with the lower one which 

was $60. for a basic site and 

passed on the one for $2000.  

Time will tell if we made the 

right choice.   One thing about 

life in general is you can al-

ways change.  We have had 

volunteer “webmasters” since 

the advent of websites and this 
is just another change.  Many 

members do not even look at 

the site.  So go there today 

and see if you notice any 

changes and let us know what 

you think at: 

jchsimages@gmail.com  

Last year (2015) we received 

several grants thanks to our 

Executive Director’s skills in 

grant writing.  Thanks to her 

persistence we have new 

shingles on the Schmidt 

House Museum, new thermal-

pane windows in the Research 

Library, window blinds for the 

new windows, new computers 

for the Library and will be get-

ting a  new furnace for the 

Schmidt House.   We also got 

two small grants to  create a 

series of books telling the his-

tory of Josephine County for 

the public schools.  READ ON 

because each of the grants 

will have a brief article includ-

ed to give basic details of the 

grants not detailed in previous 

newsletters. 

FYI the past four newsletters 

are on our website. 

 Joan Momsen, 

 President 2016 
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  We Have A Date: 

 “Chop Suey for all: 

Chinese Cooks in   

Oregon” by Richard H. 

Engeman, Friday   

April 1,1:00-3:00pm 

Schmidt House Barn 

 “The Chinese in    

Oregon & the Exclu-

sion Act Case Files”                         

By Patricia “Trish”     

Hackett Nicola, Friday 

April 8, 1:00–3:00 pm 

Schmidt House Barn 

Programs made    

possible by the           

Oregon Historical Soc. 

 Back to the 1950s Pie 

and Ice Cream Social,                   

July 29, 2016 

 Graveyard Tour        

October 22, 2016 

 Annual Meeting        

November  1, 2016 
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Need workers for 
the Board of Direc-
tors 

3 
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to the Society 

4 

Volunteers 4 

  

Inside this issue: 

 

New Year Message for 2016 from the President 

Children’s Book Grant 

The Society received two 

grants for books; one from 

Wal-Mart and one from the 

Josephine County Cultural 

Coalition.  The grants will 

provide money to print at 

least four books in large print 

format for children to learn 

more about local history.  

Three books will be given to 

each public school in the two 

county school systems, 

Grants Pass District #7 and 

Three Rivers.  The books will 

also be available for pur-

chase at the Josephine 

County Historical Society 

Research Library Bookstore  

for $8.00 each.  Each book is 

about 110 pages and con-

tains stories about the history 

of the area from the begin-

ning to more recent years.         

Beginning 9/30/15 & Ending 2/3/16 

Cindy English, Whitfield Smith, L & R Thornton, Joan 

Momsen, Delbert Chausse, Judith Krohn, SM Rollins, Bar-

bara Sarver, Claudette Cuthbertson, Richard Wilson, An-

thony & Celeste Guillory, Arden McConnell, Jerilynn Palm-

er, Marjorie Hart, E & J Coffman, Les & Joan Dougherty, 

Mary Campbell,   Patricia Heumann, S & L Martin, G & L 

Day, Andrea     Nielsen, S Commons, Robert and Dorothy 

Orey, GPHS Class of 1960, Carol Meek, Louise Lydon, 

Margaret Wallen, Darrell Stafford, Cecelia Amoroso, Chris-

tina Carver, Pam Petrusha, June Cougle, (Continued on 

page 4) 

Donations In Memory of: Leslie 

Culp Estate IMO Leslie Culp,  

Doris DuVal IMO Douglas DuVal, 

K.S. Martin IMO Edna May Hill, 

Patricia Coffman IMO Margaret 

Stafford, James & Velma Woods 

IMO Margaret Stafford, Caveman 

Camera Club IMO Margaret Staf-

ford, Cindy English IMO Gerald 

Greenblatt & Margaret Stafford, 

Diana Dyatt IMO Leslie Culp, 

Jean Boling IMO Tom Bristol, 

Gerald Greenblatt, Leslie Culp & 

Margaret Stafford, Joan Momsen 

IMO Shirley Stanger,  Sally M. 

Thomson IMO Morris & Margaret 

Milbank.    

 Donations in Memory 
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When was the last time you stopped 
by our Research Library to browse 

through local history or buy a local-
ly-written  book?  We are open 
Tuesday– Fridays, 10am to 4pm and 

would love to have you visit to buy 

books or just to chat. 

President/Publishing 

Joan Momsen 

Vice President/Publicity 

Christina Carver 

Treasurer 

Kathy Marshall 

Secretary 

Jan Dole 

Events 

Linda Fuidge 

Executive Director 

Rose Scott 

Finance 

Richard Marshall 

Historic Sites 

Ken Bell 

Living History Players  

Cindy English 

Parliamentarian  

Darrell Stafford 

Properties 

Glenn Hearrell 

Research Library 

Patricia Heumann 

Directors-at-Large 

Renee Barron 

Joan Dougherty 

John Hudick 

Dick  Strycker 

Jim Van Delden 

Refurbished Library 
Our Fall Newsletter told of the chaos in 

the Research Library when we arrived 

one morning to find a broken water pipe 

spewing water on the floor.  Nothing but 

floor level was damaged but all floor cov-

ering had to be replaced.  

We were in turmoil for several weeks but 

all is finally  back to normal except there 

are items that were packed, unpacked 

and misplaced.  We are still looking for 
the electric pencil sharpener, but for the 

most part everything is in its place.   

We have new vinyl floors in the kitchen 
and restroom.  It is a light beige wood 

plank design and is smooth and easy to 

mop and keep clean. 

The rest of the library has new carpet.  It 
is multicolored commercial carpet tones 

of blue, beige, grey and brown.  It doesn’t 

show dirt.     

Thank goodness for insurance because 

the drying out process, new base boards, 

new flooring plus the labor was about 

$35,000.   All is well and we are enjoying 

the new clean look.   

Annual Meeting 
We had two annual meetings.  The first 

one ( Nov 21.) at Taprock did not have 

enough members to have a quorum so 

we ate, enjoyed each other’s company 

and called another meeting for Dec. 19.  

A quorum was present and we thank all 
the members who showed up so we 

could meet our Non-Profit status with 

an official Annual Meeting. 

Three of the four new officers were 
sworn in. Pres. Joan Momsen, V.P. 

Christina Carver, Sec. Jan Dole.  

Treasurer. Kathy Marshall was on vaca-

tion.  Kathy took the oath Feb. 2.  

Heating System 
Thanks to the Autzen Foun-

dation of Portland for a gen-

erous grant,  the Schmidt 

House will have an upgrade 

for the current 20 year-old 

heater/air conditioning 
(HVAC) system.   It was 

granted for the technology of 

the HVAC system and came 

just as the old system was 

having parts stop running, 

one by one.   

Window Coverings 

Last Spring we had new windows installed in 

the Research Library thanks to the grant from 

the Reser Family Foundation.   New double 

pane glass has made a difference in the cost 

of heating the building.  However, we had to 

put up the old blinds, some that just hung 

there unable to be raised, lowered or adjust-
ed, bent slats and held together by duct tape. 

Last Fall we got new window treatments.  

New Venetian blinds that are white and clean 

and not a hint of duct tape.  The blinds were 
installed  professionally by Budget Blinds 

thanks to a Small Arts and Culture grant from 

the Fred W. Fields Fund of the Oregon Com-

munity Foundation in Portland.  

Technology System 
We have replaced our old computers 

thanks to a generous grant from the Trust 

Management Services and Braemar 

Charitable Trust.  The staff is learning the 

new system and all seems to be going 

okay, proving that you can teach an old 
dog new tricks.  No longer do we have 

Windows XP and Vista.  Now all formats 

are the same with Windows 10.  Hooray! 

Christmas Past 
Our Dec. 19, 2015 Open House was a 

great success. We thank all the Living 

History Players, performers and at-

tendees who contributed to its success.  

Dennis Strayer, of the Kerbyville Muse-

um won the raffle basket. 

Revised Website 
We had our website simplified and 

made easier to use. It used to be run 

by volunteers but we had the revision 

done by Bruce Dunn, who does it pro-

fessionally.  We asked him to keep it 

basic.  Look at it. 

Remember our website address: 

www.jocohistorical.org  

Revised Facebook 
Sally Yarbrough is now checking our Face-

book page more frequently than we had 

time to do in the past.   She will answer the 

questions on a regular basis.   

Check out our Facebook page and see 

some of the links and additions she has 

made.  Hope you enjoy the additions.    



 

be placed on the ballot for the next 

election, so you may join the Board at 

anytime.  You need to be a member of 

the Society and be willing to take on 

assignments given by the Executive 

Board or the Executive Director. We 

would like to give you a few meetings 

to see if you meet our needs and visa 

versa.  Phone 541-479-7827 if this 

form of volunteer service meets your 

desires.  We meet on the first Tuesday 

of each month at 6:45 pm for about an 

hour.   

 

 

 

 

The Josephine County Historical 

Society is governed by a Board 

of Directors.  The Research Li-

brary and Schmidt House Muse-

um are overseen by an Execu-

tive Director.  The Board  of Di-

rectors hires and gives advice 

and consent to the Executive 

Director.   We would like to have 

some new people take an inter-

est in the operations of the Soci-

ety by volunteering to serve on 

the Board.  

Page 3 Garden Clean Up  

Amazon can help us. 

If you shop at Amazon, please 

sign up asap.  It only takes a few 

moments and we get a bit of 

money from your purchase.  It 

costs you nothing.  Sign up: 

http:smile.amazon.com/

ch/936015456 

————————————

Fred Meyer Community Re-

wards also help.  Sign up now: 

www.fredmeyer.com/
communityrewards.  Our 

NPO# 94511 

Out of 500, only 27 JCHS Members 

have signed up.  PLEASE take the 

time to sign up today.  If you do not 

know how, call us, we will help you. 

 

 

Our regular gardener, Bernie Marquez, 

and two new board members, Renee 

Barron and Jim VanDelden, spent sev-

eral days in December, January & Feb-

ruary cutting, clipping, digging and rear-

ranging the overgrowth of plants in the 

Schmidt House gardens.  They also 

volunteered friends and relatives to help 

with the gardening and hauling away.  

In the past we tried to keep it as the kind 

of backyard the Schmidt sisters had 

over half a century ago.   

Our 2016 plan is to simplify and clear-

out dead wood to make the garden easi-

er to maintain.  It doesn’t look as old-

fashioned  as it did, but when Spring 

comes and things turn green, we will  

see what else needs to be done to keep 

it well-kept. yet true to the historical 

property.  

Another member, Whitfield Smith, has 

continued  his volunteer raking, bagging 

and general clean-up activities  over the 

past two years. He helped the others 

pile up the debris to be carried to the 

recycling facility.  

Feb. 14. eight AmeriCorp volunteers 

worked in our garden for four hours.  

Feb,. 16 Glenn Hearrell and Jim Van 

Delden set the footings for the arbor.   

 

 

  

Would you like to serve on the Board of Directors? 

We are a non-profit corporation oper-

ating under the laws of the State of 

Oregon.   Board Members serve for a 

two-year term and are elected just 

before our annual meeting in Novem-

ber.   If someone wishes to serve, 

they can contact the office and we will 

make arrangements for you to attend 

a couple of board meetings.  If you 

attend two consecutive board meet-

ings and decide you would like to 

serve, the sitting board votes on your 

admission to the Board.  You will then 

The Magic Word for this edition of the Historian  

is Volunteer.  The print is small but so are the 

numbers of volunteers.  It does not have to be a 

life-time commitment.   Picking up debris in the 

garden can be a one-time event.  In the past we 

have had student groups and clubs come and do 

just a one-time visit for a  couple of hours of 

picking up twigs, leaves, weeds, discarded cans 
and paper. Can you help? 



 

The Historian 
Rose Scott, Executive Director 

Joan Momsen, Publisher 
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Grants Pass, Oregon 97526 

Who is Sean Malloy? 

Sean is retired from a career in the 

Navy.  He served on our Board of Di-

rectors for a time and then decided 

that volunteering to keep our comput-

ers running was a better fit for him.   

Sean owns and operates Shamrock 

Computers and sets up computer sys-

tems for various businesses and indi-

viduals.  He has volunteered to over-

see our system free of charge.   

Sean recently set up our new comput-

er system and has stopped by often to 

help the staff get used to using the 

computers and word processor.  We 

highly recommend him for his exper-

tise and a job well done for which we 

are grateful. 

 

Letters & Emails 
I had the opportunity to see Darrell 

Stafford portray Thomas Croxton 

last Saturday at the Family History 

Seminar.  He did a wonderful job.  

It was entertaining, educational 

and most interesting.  My thanks 

to Darrell and the Living History 
Player program,     

 Wendy Swanson  Oct. 24, 2015 

Dear Darrell,   Thank you for being 

our keynote speaker today at the 

Community Family History Semi-

nar.  We appreciate the time to 

address the many family history 

researchers gathered here today 
with your presentation about Jose-

phine County pioneer Thomas 

Croxton.     Please accept the 

enclosed donation to the JCHS 

with our sincere appreciation for a 

job well done.                            

Celeste Guillory,  President GPGS 

Dear Cindy and Rick,                     

Thank you for providing the histor-

ical tour of G Street for our recent 

sister city visitors from Russia.  

We like to schedule the downtown 

tour as a first day introduction to 
America, after a long trip with 

nothing but airports and planes to 

see. They had a very nice experi-

ence in our  community, and I 

hear they hope to help organize 

more exchange trips.  

Sincerely, Nancy Hitchcock 

Dear JCHS,  Please accept this 
donation in memory of our be-

loved Leslie Culp. 

Cindy English 

   

Please accept the enclosed check in 

loving remembrance of Leslie 

Louise Culp.  She has been a dear 

friend of mine since high school, 

starting about 1968.  I was so 

pleased that she became involved 

with the  Historical Society when she 

moved to Oregon and the friend-
ships she made with her neighbors 

as well.  She always was a bit of a 

loner and it was so nice to know she 

had wonderful associations in 

Grants Pass.  Being very much in-

volved with genealogy and family 

history myself, I was able to help 

Leslie research a bit of the history of 

her lovely home.  My husband, son 

and I were fortunate to visit her for a 
few days  not too long after she 

moved there and got to see her 

wonderful home.                       

She and I spent many weekends 

“antiquing” before I got married in 

1985.  We had lots of great times 

together.  She always called me 

“Butch” because my maiden name is 

Cassidy and I called her “the old 

witch” because she always dressed 

up as a witch to hand out Halloween 

candy at her parents home.  Funny 

how those names stick!   

I now live in Utah, and unfortunately 

don’t  think I will make it for the other 

memorial either.  However I enjoyed 

the pictures and it was nice to see a 
number of you at the memorial gath-

ering last Saturday at her home.    I 

wish I could have been there to hon-

or her.  I  hope this donation will 

help in continuing on with your pro-

jects, programs or other endeavors 

and, of course, she will  continue to 

live on in my heart. 

Sincerely,  Dianne Dyatt                

 

Thank you so much for always mailing me 

The Oldtimer.  I so enjoy reading why we 

belong to such a worthy cause as this.    

           Love to all.      Louise Lydon 

JCHS,   Please accept this donation for 

Margaret Stafford and Jerry Greenblatt.  So 

sad to lose great members and friends.          

 Cindy and Ed English  

Sorry to see the water problem!  Extra $20. 

might help tiny bit with cost of repairs.  

Carol Meek 

Dear Joan, On behalf of the entire District 7 

Library Staff, I want to thank you for coming 

to South to speak to us, especially since 

you were battling illness to be there! 

We greatly enjoyed everything you showed 

us, and told us, about the Josephine County 

Historical Society.  Many of us didn’t know 

much about it , other than to know you have 

the beautiful  Schmidt House.  I didn’t know 

about the research library.  Very interesting 
information.  Thanks again,  

Lisa Krebs GPHS 

Who is Devin Osborne? 

Devin is a recent college graduate who 

moved to Grants Pass to be near her par-

ents and to take some additional classes 

at RCC.   

She came into our office and offered her 

services until she decides to further her 

education in the medical field or get her 

Master’s degree.   

She wrote this year’s article for the Silver 

Pages, reorganized our photo file and has 

done various tasks around the office.   

Devin took a few days off at the end of 

January to visit relatives and broke her 

arm while snowboarding so she will not be 

doing much typing for awhile.   

Sustaining 

Cindy & Ed English, Neil & Candace Kaiser, 

Janice Greenblatt, Ross & Annette Roe, Dick 

Holliday & Mary Slater, George Kramer & Com-

pany, Mike Murphy, Joseph Boyer, Toni Webb, 

Gregory Moys, Frank Sprinkle,  James Van 

Delden          9/30/15 to 2/3/16 

Remember the unfore-

seen catastrophes 

from page 1?  Jan 31, 

2016 someone broke 

out the bay window in 

the Schmidt House.  It 

has been repaired.  

 


