
If it isn’t one thing, it is some-

thing else.  I am sure you have 

heard that before.   

The JCHS started last fall with a 

plan  to remove some excess 

plants and bushes from the gar-

den because although  the 

“scatter garden” look of 100 

years ago was historically cor-

rect for the Schmidt House, it 

was not what many people ap-

preciate today.  So we went 

more modern, and in the pro-

cess discovered puddles of wa-

ter in the underbrush.   

Yes, we had lots of rain but 

these were puddles that were 

always there and always in the 

same places, rain or shine.   

Our irrigation system had failed 

and was leaking in many spots.  

It was so dilapidated that we 

could not even turn if off at the 

valves by the water meter, so we 

had to have City Water come 

and turn off the water to the 

Schmidt House Museum.   

This served a two-fold purpose 

because we had to have the toi-

let room (we call it that because 

all it has is a toilet) jacked up so a 

new foundation could keep it from 

pulling away from the house.  

When the  building of the Schmidt 

House was initially started in 

1899, the toilet was the “little 

house out in back.”  The current 

inside toilet room was added at a 

later date.  It was pulling away 

from the original brick outside wall 

that is now the inside wall of the 

toilet room.  It would not have 

fallen off  but it did cause quite a 

draft because a half-inch strip of 

daylight could be seen where the 

walls were parting.    

We got it fixed with  generous 

grant funds from the Kinsman 

Foundation to repair the footing 

foundation and do some exterior 

painting.  

We don’t have enough time to 

write grants and wait for funds 

before the hot weather sets in to 

replace the quarter-century old 

irrigation system.  In mid-April, we 

sent out a letter to community 

members and others who might 

help.  

We need about $10,000 for the  

irrigation system replacement . 

 

We Appreciate our Donors.  
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Message from the President 

The current system can’t be 

salvaged, so it is just going to 

be vacated and a new system 

installed.  

Since our operating funds 

won’t cover this unexpected 

large expense, we will need to 

scrimp and save to replace the 

system, and hope the commu-

nity will help us raise the 

funds.  Every little bit will help;  

if ten people gave us $1000 

each, our problem would be 

solved but more likely we will 

get $10 donations so we need 

1000 of those.  We thank you 

for anything you can spare.   

We hope we can get it finished 

before the heat of summer, so 

come to our Pie and Ice 

Cream Social on July 29th and 

enjoy the event and help us 

replenish our funds.  We hope 

you will see and enjoy our 

simplified GREEN lawns and 

garden.  

 Joan Momsen 

Arden McConnell, Judith Basker, Marie Guerrero, Carol Meek, Loss Bozarth, 

Doris DuVal, Whitfield Smith, Carol Pachmayer, Janice Greenblatt,  Joan 

Momsen, Gordon Benson, Janet Lane, Suzanne Vannice, Lee Webb, Robert & 

Karen Moore, Phyllis McGill, Beverly DeYoung, LaRita DeYoung, Crystal & RN 

Hookland, Andrea Igl, T & K Maselli, Phil Warren, Michael Cope, Lynn Myrick, 

Viken Nokhoudian, Richard Marshall, Shirley Holzinger.  Thanks to Evergreen 

Bank for sponsoring our newsletter.  
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When was the last time you stopped 

by our Research Library to browse 

through local history or buy a locally-

written  book?   We keep asking this 

because we would like to see more peo-

ple come in and see us. We are open 

Tuesday– Fridays, 10am to 4pm and 

would love to have you visit to buy 

books or just to chat.   

Thanks to a Walmart Community 

Grant and a JCCC grant, we now have 

published three children’s books, great 

for gifts and the large print works 

nice for the older generation too. They 

are $6.00 each until Oct. 1, then the 

price goes to $8.00.  Think early for 

Christmas.  The 8 1/2 by 11 inch size 

make them a good size for children 

and senior citizens.     

These three books, pictured to the left 

were the result of the grants and 

helped us distribute a copy of each 

book to 26 schools in Josephine County. 

We did this so local history would be 

available in local schools.  They in-

clude stories from mid-nineteenth cen-

tury to more modern times, mostly 

written by people who were there at 

the time or took time to research the 

hearsay stories of the past.  Some of 

the stories were written specifically 

for the books and others were stories 

that have been passed around for 

years with nobody taking the time to 

put them into print.       
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Thanks to the Kinsman 

Foundation 
The Schmidt House construction was 

started in 1899, so it does need continual 

upkeep.  We started with a grant a cou-

ple of decades ago and have continued 

to fix, repair or replace parts of the build-

ing as needed.   We want it to remain a 

117 year old building,  but a solid, well-

maintained 117 year old building. 

Last year we could afford to have the 

window frames painted. This year, thanks 

to another generous grant from the Kins-

man Foundation,  we painted the weath-

er-worn shake shingles on the south side 

of the house along with the white out-

side trim.  (see photo to the right) 

The grant also provided for the porches 

to be painted and stabilized.   Outside 

steps to the restroom were replaced and 

painted. When the room received its new 

foundation it caused cracks inside to the 

dry wall and ceiling so the entire interior 

of the room needed repairing and re-

painting.    

 

New Books, Old Friends 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 3 Garden Clean Up  

Amazon can help us. 

If you shop at Amazon, please 

sign up asap.  It only takes a 

few moments and we get a bit 

of money from your purchase.  

It costs you nothing.  Sign up: 

http:smile.amazon.com/

ch/936015456 

————————————

Fred Meyer Community 

Rewards also help.  Sign up 

now: 

www.fredmeyer.com/

communityrewards.  Our 

NPO# 94511 

Out of 500, only 30 JCHS Members 

have signed up.   

 

 

On April 27th and April 28th a 

few Board Members came to 

pull grass out of the flower 

beds.   

Here we see our Treasurer and 

our  Finance Director kneeling 

in the garden, hoping for mon-

ey for the new irrigation sys-

tem. They are saving the Soci-

ety money by doing some of 

the nitty-gritty weed pulling. 

The result was four 55 gallon 

bags of grass, mint and assort-

ed weeds.  The debris was put 

in the President’s truck so she 

could dispose of it.  

Many obnoxious plants were 

removed from the garden.  

Now it is a matter of keeping 

up with the spring weeds until 

we see how everything looks 

with many of the plants re-

moved.    

Pulling grass and weeds is an 

ongoing job that society mem-

bers could do in their spare 

moments.  Call Renee’ (541 

476 6601) if you can help.   

 

 
 

 

Books are forever.    
If you live in the area, you should 

know something about the place.  

You cannot find everything on the 

internet.   Be unique and buy a book 

for a gift.  It can go with you, it never 

needs batteries or a charging outlet.  

It will not set off alarms or break.  It 

can go through other electronic devic-

es and not cause problems.  You al-

ways know where you were.  Try to 

turn down a corner on a smart phone.  

Buy a book today.  Come see us.   

The Magic Word for this edition of the Historian  

is IRRIGATION. The print is small AND OUR 

IRRIGATION SYSTEM HAS DIED.                                                              

Can you help with a donation? 

These books are best-sellers and available.  
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Living History Players 

The Living History Players have pre-

sented programs to Sunny-Wolf Char-

ter School,  Allendale School, AAUW, 

Rogue Valley Retirement Center, and 

spent several hours cleaning the 

Schmidt House Museum and having a 

potluck luncheon to mention just a few 

of their activities.   

 

Letters & Emails 
Hi Cindy,                       3/18/16 

Joan, Leta and Lyn put on a fun, 

exciting, and informative program 

for AAUW last night and they were 

a big hit with everyone there.  

Many thanks to you and them for 

coordinating and putting the pro-

gram together.  Joan, I believe I 

have your mailing address if is the 

one listed in our AAUW directory.  

If it is different, please let me 

know.   And could you send me 

the mailing addresses for Leta and 

Lyn?  I’d like to send thank you 

notes.  Jackie, our AAUW Branch 

Treasurer will be dropping off a 

donation today to the historical 

society.  And I will be coming by 

next week to renew my member-

ship.  I’ve been to your Halloween 

cemetery programs and they are 

great too.  All of us in AAUW sup-

port the historical work you do. 

Thank you!   

Merry 

Sustaining Members 

Jean Boling  

Frank Sprinkle 

Marilyn & Kenneth Irving  

Doris DuVal  

James Frick  

Norman Parker  

Barbara Erickson 

Carol & Leo Oaks 

Ann & Robert Kistler 

To JCHS,   

I researched our Partnership pro-

gram for JCHS and noted we have 

not had any credits!  This program is 

heavily used by all the elementary 

schools and several other local non-

profits much to their benefits.  I can 

only assume that we have been 

amiss in promoting the program to 

JCHS and for this I must apologize.  

The program is very simple, any one 

purchasing in store just needs to 

mention your organization and we 

contribute 5% of the sale back to the 

organization (this is 10 times greater 

than Amazon.) 

Robert Moore 

Oregon Books & Games 

150 NE E St., Grants Pass, OR  

 

 

 

Who is Devin Osborne? 

Devin is a recent college graduate who 

moved to Grants Pass to be near her par-

ents and to take some additional classes 

at RCC.   

She was mentioned in our last newsletter.  

She has since gotten a job and cannot 

volunteer as much, but is our newest 

Board Member as of May 3, 2016. 

 

 

I WILL SEND BACK MY RAFFLE TICKETS OR 

AT LEAST ONE OF THEM  AT $10 EACH,   

or I  will cut this out and put it in an envelope with a 

small donation for the irrigation system replacement for 

the Schmidt House Museum garden, or if I do not wish 

to cut up my newsletter, I will just send a check.  If I do 

not want to write a check, I will go online to the Jose-

phine County Historical Society’s Website: 

www.jocohistorical.org and donate via PayPal or my 

credit card. And if all else fails, I will walk in the door at 

the Research Library, 512 SW 5th Street and drop off 

some cash, and buy a book while I am there.  I know 

the Josephine County Historical Society will appreciate 

my effort. 

 Name:_____________________________________ 

Address____________________________________ 

City, State and Zip____________________________ 

Dear  Joan,  

The living history program presented by you, 

Leta and Lyn at the March AAUW meeting 

was a big hit with everyone there.  We ap-

preciate all the hours of research spent to 

put together such a quality program, plus 

your outfits, and for taking time on a holiday 

to attend our meeting. 

Hearing about your mother’s life was inspira-

tional.  I drive by the Greyhound Bus Station 

almost every day and now I know there was 

a special woman and her family who man-

aged the bus station for decades and the 

family still has a strong presence in the com-

munity.  Thank you for coming to present 

your program and all the work you do 

through the Josephine County Historical So-

ciety to preserve and interpret our local his-

tory.  

Merry Haydon and Everyone in our AAUW 

 

 


