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  We Have A Date 

As of this newsletter, 

these are tentative : 

Easter Egg Hunt 

April 9 

Save May 14, just in case 

Pie and Ice Cream 

Social  July 23  

Graveyard Tour     

October 22 

Annual Meeting      

November 1 

 Christmas Open 

House  Dec. 17 

 

 

 

 

This is the first issue of the 

Combined newsletters:  The 

Historian was mailed up until 

the pandemic hit.   The Old-

timer was electronic,  See the 

story to the left.   

This will be Volume 1 

February 2022 

Issue 1 New name, New 

numbers. 

Newsletters issued in  

February, April, June, August, 

October and December 

 

 

 

About five years ago we had one 

mailed newsletter.  We had tried 

to go electronic, but many of our 

members did not have a comput-

er with an internet connection.  It 

was complicated to e-mail some 

and snail mail others, so we just 

continued to mail our 4 yearly 

newsletters. 

Some members told us they did 

not want any paper newsletters.  

We cut them from the newsletter 

list.  Others wanted it e-mailed.  

Only a few wanted it mailed.   So 

we put it on e-mail and mailed the 

others for a fee and they paid for 

postage.    

When we started having six 

newsletters per year, we had 

three mailed newsletters and 

called that the HISTORIAN, and 

we emailed three which we called 

the NEW OLDTIMER.  (Our origi-

nal  mailed newsletter was The 

Oldtimer, but name was changed 

to the Historian because one of 

our past presidents thought that 

made us sound like “old folks.” 

and he wanted new and young 

members.)  Have we gone full-

circle yet?   

We need 200 newsletters to mail 

them at the bulk rate which is 

less expensive than regular mail.

    

 

We are willing to mail to those 

who want a paper copy, but we 

would like some reimbursement 

for time and postage.    You 

can add some postage money 

to your dues and make sure 

you tell us you want a mailed 

copy.  You can always pick up 

a copy of a newsletter at the 

office.  They come out every 

other month.  

We are still unsure if we will 

again start to mail them on a 

regular basis.   E-mailed news 

letters are colorful and with a 

computer you can enlarge the 

text to make it easy to read.  

You will just have to see what 

happens.  

We often repeat items from pre-

vious newsletters, just in case 

someone misses a copy.  If it 

seem repetitious, maybe it is.     

We will continued to mail the 

October newsletter with the No-

vember ballot enclosed.    

Let us know what you think and 

if you need a hard-copy mailed 

newsletter, please let us know.   
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Board for 2022 

 

 

 

President, Historical  

Sites, Properties 

Ken Bell 

Vice President 

Leta Neiderheiser  

Treasurer/Executive Sec-

retary  

Martha Metcalf  

Secretary/Publishing 

Joan Momsen 

Events 

Linda Fuidge 

Living History Players  

Cindy English 

Parliamentarian/Board  

Development  

Sharon Allen 

Directors-at-Large 

Jim Van Delden 

Jan Greenblatt 

Pam Petrusha 

Anthony Jarvis  

Shawn Karban  

Mary Beth Magarine 

 

Yes,  the Josephine County Histori-

cal Society has a barn in downtown 

Grants Pass.  Built in 1901, it hous-

es our board room.  It is located 

behind the Schmidt House Muse-

um.  It now has an iron fence 

around the property. The top photo 

is 3 years ago and the bottom Feb. 

1 this year.  Still neatly mowed 

lawns and trimmed bushes.  Lots of 

summer blooms but sparce during 

winter months.   The apartment 

house across J street  and still un-

der construction can be seen in the 

bottom photo, far right, yellow-

wrapped building.   Soon we will 

have many new neighbors.     

Clip, clip, chop, chop and 

mow, weedeat and rake.   

Our Museum grounds are looking 

good and so is the Research Li-

brary.  More people visit the library 

than the museum, but we need to 

keep both yards in good shape.   

A giant honeysuckle bush grew up 

in front of the Library.  A friendly bird 

must have planted the seed, be-

cause it was nothing the staff plant-

ed.  It got so high we could not see 

out the front window to see the 

street and who was coming inside,  

so we severely cut it back and when 

it grows this spring, it will be kept 

shorter and more compact 

Another friendly bird planted a tree 

next to the Library between the 

northside and the alley.  We tried to 

have some one claim it and move it 

for a few years, but nobody took it.  

It had to come out because its roots 

were heading under the library foun-

dation.  So it was cut down.   

The inside of the library is so much 

brighter with natural light coming-

from the north and east.    

We are hoping the 100 year old 

grape behind the little brick fruit cel-

lar behind the Schmidt House  

comes to life this spring.  We are in 

the process of rebuilding a simple 

arbor resembling the one Claus 

Schmidt built for his family a 100 

years ago.  

Two new 4x4 posts replaced the 

ones that were old and wob-

bling...you would wobble too if you 

had stood outside for 100 years.  

First we stretched twine in 2020 to 

give the tender grape vines some-

thing to grab onto until we put up the 

cross bars.  In 2021 we replaced the 

twine with some plastic lattice to 

hold up the vines.    It grew nicely 

last summer. We probably would 

have put up the new cross bars this 

Spring, but the lattice and all the 

new growth was cut away, obviously 

in error.  So now we have two 4x4 

poles at ether end of the 100 year 

old grape vine and we hope  the old 

vine has the energy to sprout new 

vines so we can finish the project.  

Time will tell.  

Last year it only produced a couple 

of clusters of grapes and we  were 

thinking we would get more this 

year, but it looks like we will have to 

wait a couple of years for it to re-

grow and produce.   

Thanks to all our vol-

unteers who come and 

give their service to 

the Society.    



Oregon Books will give 

members a discount if you 

show your JCHS membership 

card, and will donate 5% of the 

sale back to the Historical Soci-

ety.   

Oregon Books                         

150 NE E Street                  

Grants Pass, OR 97526 

541-476-3132 
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 Positions on Board of Directors 

Past  President 

President  

Vice President  

Secretary  

Treasures 

Executive Secretary  

Board Development 

Buildings 

Exhibits 

Finance  

Grounds  

Historic Sites  

Living History  

Membership 

Publicity 

Research Library 

14 At Large Directors 

             ********************* 

In 1976, the year of the national bi-

centennial, we had over 1000 mem-

bers and most of the above posi-

tions filled.   In 2022 we have 300+ 

members and 13 Board Members.   

We would like to increase our mem-

bership and  get the board back to 

full membership which is 32.  

We manage as we are, but the his-

tory of the community is important 

and preserving that history should 

be distributed into more hands.  

A person only has to serve a t wo 

year term on the board,.  It  is not  a 

lifelong commitment, unless history 

is really important to you.  Consider 

asking to join the board.  You at-

tend two  consecutive meetings 

and see if you like what  we do, 

then on the third meeting, you will  

be asked to become a board mem-

ber  (if you seem to be a good fit) 

and then you are put on the 

Nov\ember ballot for a full two year 

term.    

Consider joining.  It is not  a life-

time commitment. but is not unusu-

al for members to serve  several 

terms.  We meet once a month, on 

the first Tuesday at 6PM  

(pandenmic and weather consid-

ered) in our board room in the 

Schmidt Barn.   Meetings last a little 

over an hour in most cases.    

The Josephine County Historical 

Society a 501 (c ) 3 organization is 

the fiscal agent for the Brady Project.   

We collect the donations and pass 

them on to the artists.  We do not 

keep any of the funds received. If 

you wish to donate, send checks to:  

Josephine County Historical Society 

512 SW 5th St., Grants Pass, OR. 

97526 

You may donate on the JCHS web-

site  

www.jocohistorical.org 

Be sure to note “Brady” on your 

check or website donation.  The 

Brady Project will be a memorial stat-

ue, as shown above,  honoring Brady 

Adams. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Amazon can help us 

If you shop at Amazon, please sign 

up asap.  It only takes a few mo-

ments and we get a bit of money 

from your purchase.  It costs you 

nothing.  Sign up: 

http:smile.amazon.com/

ch/936015456 

Fred Meyer Commu-

nity Rewards also help.  Sign up 

now or take the time to renew. If 

you shop at Fred Meyer, you 

have probably received a no-

tice to renew.. 

www.fredmeyer.com/community

rewards.                                    

Our  I.D number is NPO#94511 

 Shamrock Technologies  

Sean Malloy 

2555 N.W. Highland Ave.  

Apt. A 

Grants Pass, OR 97526 

541-761-0001 

Always read the small print!  If you bring 

this copy of this newsletter into our 

Bookstore before August 31st, 2017, you 

will receive 25% off any book that the 

Josephine County Historical Society has 

printed.  

Here are just a few of the titles: 

Short Stores of Josephine County (6 

volumes):The Streets of Grants Pass, 2014 

(5 volumes): A Walk Through History, 

Grants Pass; Cemetery Chronicles; Death 

of Savage Rapids Dam (2 Volumes); 

Indian Wars of the Rogue River; Interviews 

of Illinois Valley Old-Timers; Letters from 

Home, large print and regular print; Mythi-

cal State of Jefferson; Another Dam Pic-
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We sell books and photos.   You can look at our website and see some of our offerings. 

However, not everything is listed.  We are given many older books that have little to do with 

Josephine County History or are duplicates of what we have, so we put those out to sell.  

Maybe you had an old coffee table book that has disappeared or a book you remember from 

years ago.  We have many one of kind, single copy, of many such books that we wish to 

place in good homes.  So if you want a unique book, come visit our bookstore.  It is never 

too early to start Christmas shopping for a special book.  The prices start at just one dollar.  

Below, left to right.  Glenn works on arbor at Schmidt House,.  Glenn  helps uncover the plaque at Wolf Creek Tavern.  No-

tice the back of his vest and all the activities he participated in.  At the right is and example of the monuments the Clampers 

installed around Josephine County.   This one is located at Taprock and tells about the Perkinsville Ferry.    

This may be a strange way to do something, but it will get you to read this and think about  it.   

The Josephine County Historical Society would like to expand our membership and to do so, we 

have this special  offer.   Extend your membership for one year for only $10.   Copy this coupon, 

mail or bring it to our office with $10 and we will add one year to your membership.  If you just 

paid your dues, we will extend it to 2024 instead of just 2023 for just the $10.   Now, here is the 

big bargain.  For only $10 each, you can pay the dues for TWO  new members.   It they like 

your gift, they can extend their membership in the future, but it up to you to initially bring two 

new members into the organization.   If  you can only find one, we will be happy with the one 

new member.   So grab $30, two  names, addresses and emails and yourself , of course, and 

deliver this coupon and the money to us.   Come and see us or just  put all the info into an en-

velope and mail it.   Think birthdays, graduations, Mother’s Day, weddings, etc.  A reasonably 

priced gift and not a lot of hassle.  Try it.   This coupon is good until March 10, 2022.    
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      Glenn Hearrell 

         1933-2021 

Board Member Glenn Hearrell 

passed away December 31, 2021. 

Glenn served on the board for over 

a decade and was the project man-

ager for the building of our Band-

stand.   

He was also a member of  E 

Clampus Vitus, commonly referred 

to as the “Clampers.”   Locally the 

historically oriented Clampers in-

stalled monuments noting historical 

events in the area.   He helped 

place monuments at  the Haines 

Apple Tree, Wilderville, Waldo, Wolf 

Creek, Grants Pass at the Taprock 

parking lot,  Galice,  Indian Mary 

Park and Fort Vannoy to name a 

few.   

Decked out in red shirts and vests 

covered with pins and patches, the 

Clampers make sure that  local his-

tory is remembered in stone.   

Glenn takes 

a break while 

building the arbor 

at Schmidt House 

To the right is 

one of the 

original draw-

ings  of the 

bandstand. 

Glenn,  right center in jeans at Fort Vannoy dedication.    



 

 

The Historical Oldtimer 

JCHS’ electronic newsletter 

Martha Metcalf, Executive Secretary 

Joan Momsen, Publisher 

Josephine County Historical Society 

512 S.W. 5th Street 

Grants Pass, Oregon 97526 

541-479-7827 

jchsmartha@gmail.com 

Reminder:  

The Josephine County 

Historical Society is a 

non-profit with no govern-

mental connection.  We 

are not part of county 

government.  

We are self-supporting 

thanks to our member-

ship and benefactors.  

We invite you to join the 

Society.  You do not have 

to attend meetings, but 

we can use your          

volunteer services in 

many ways.  Phone us 

and ask. 

Membership Dues per 

year are: 

Single  $20 

Family  $30 

Business $55 

Donations accepted.   

www.jocohistorical.org 

Buy books and photos 

online too.  

.   

 

 

 

 

 

The Schmidt House Museum 

has a “new” historic  organ.  It 

replaces the old organ which 

also had been donated to the 

Society.  This one is more or-

nate and the other one now 

resides in the barn. 

 

Costume Closet Purge 

By the time you read this, the Costume Closet should have 

a whole new look.  A determined team of ladies attacked 

the overflowing Closet and gave it a major purge.  Hopeful-

ly the clothing and costume items that are remaining will be 

useful to our Living History Players and other Event partici-

pants.  Thanks to Mary Beth Magarine, Jeanie Johnston, 

Linda Fuidge and Cindy English for helping with this big 

task.  Hopefully we also now have an up-to-date Inventory. 

 

Charleston, Charleston, da dadada Charleston! 

Can you hear that music playing in your head?  Well, hope-
fully we will soon be hearing it for real.  We are planning a 
Spring Event that should be great fun – A Gatsby Garden 
Party & Roaring 20s Jazz-Time.  The tentative date for this 
event is Saturday, May 14.  The Committee is meeting to 
brainstorm the event and flesh out the fun details.  Linda 
and Cindy are chairing this gala event.  Watch this space 
for more information as it becomes available. 

Did you read the big cou-

pon?  Did you take ad-

vantage of the offer?  If 

not, read it now, please.  

We thank your 


