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Our 2019 Offices sworn in Nov. 6, 2018 at our annual meeting.

We have a date

Ken Bell, President; Rick Marshall, Vice President; Joan Momsen,

Christmas Open House,
Saturday
December 15, 2018

Secretary; Martha Metcalf, Treasurer and Darrell Stafford, our parlia
mentarian,.who gave the oath of office to the new slate of officers

Jeanette Dickson compiled a book named :
Yesterday’s News. Come to our Christmas Open
House on December 15 , 2018 from 1 to 4 PM and
meet Jeanette and buy an autographed copy.

Please Come to the Open
House and Book Signing.

Phone, email or
stop by for details
of what we plan in
the future.

This is our email newsletter. You can “blow it
up” so you can read the
small print. This is the
6th electronic newsletter. We publish six
newsletters per year,
every other month.
Three are mailed and
three are sent via email.
We hope you find them
interesting.

Board
for 2018
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President/Publishing

Bo
Joan Momsen

Vice President /Historic
Sites

Be sure to check the next newsletter for the new Board for 2019.. Basically, the
same old faces in new places. Stop by and talk if you would consider serving on
the Josephine Historical Society Board of Directors. See article on last page.

Ken Bell
Treasurer/Ex. Secretary
Martha Metcalf
Secretary
Open
Events
Linda Fuidge
Finance

Richard Marshall
Living History Players
Cindy English
Parliamentarian
Darrell Stafford
Properties
Glenn Hearrell
Research Library
Patricia Heumann
Directors-at-Large
Joan Dougherty

Jim Van Delden

I would like to thank all the Board members and volunteers
for their service to the Josephine County Historical Society
for 2018. Many of us serve on several committees and do
many things so It is easy to overlook a specific event. First I
would like to thank all the people who portray citizens of the
past and speak at assorted meetings. Thanks to our Executive Secretary, Martha Metcalf, who has stepped in as Secretary and has taken notes at the Board meetings.
Thanks to all the donators who are named in each printed
edition of the Historian. Thank you Ken Bell for volunteering to conduct our Board meetings as the President for 2019.
Thanks to all the other Board Members for “being there”
when needed. What you do to help is a long list and I have
already added a couple of extra pages to this electronic
newsletter, so this will not specifically name everyone by
name. Board members are listed to the left of this commentary. Without the help of the Events and Living History
Players, we could not do all that we do. We would love to do
more, but one of the first things we need to be aware of is
that a non-profit does not overwork its volunteers. They are
the backbone of the organization and their help is needed at
every turn. Thanks for being there and thank you Linda
Fuidge and Cindy English for your organization skills.

Join the Josephine County
Historical Society.
Print the coupon, fill it out
and send to

Josephine County Historical Society
512 S.W. 5th Street, Grants
Pass, OR 97526

Jan Greenblatt
Kathy Marshall

Name_________________________________________
Address_______________________________________
City, State and Zip_______________________________
Your email address______________________________
Your phone number______________________________
Circle your membership: $20 single, $30 family, $55 business.
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Amazon can help us
If you shop at Amazon, please sign
up asap. It only takes a few moments and we get a bit of money
from your purchase. It costs you
nothing. Sign up:
http:smile.amazon.com/
ch/936015456

Shamrock Technologies

Sean Malloy
2555 N.W. Highland Ave.
Apt. A
Grants Pass, OR 97526

541-761-0001

Oregon Books will give
members a discount if you show
your JCHS membership card,
and will donate 5% of the sale
back to the Historical Society.
Oregon Books
150 NE E Street
Grants Pass, OR 97526
541-476-3132

Fred Meyer Community Rewards also help.
Sign up now or take the
time to renew, if needed.
Fred Meyer, will send you
a notice if you need to
renew.
www.fredmeyer.com/com
munityrewards.
Our I.D number is
NPO#94511

Sometimes we have unusual researchers at the Research Library, so we take the opportunity to take a photo to brighten your Christmas experience. Below are two views of the city Christmas Tree from 2010 and this year.
2010

2018

President’s Annual Report
Josephine County Historical Society
Nov. 6, 2018
In 2018 the operations of the Josephine County Historical Society stayed mostly the same as 2017. We were
open at the usual times (Tuesday through Friday 10 am to 4 pm) and we still continue with our Living History Players,
Back to the Fifties Pie and Ice Cream Social, Graveyard Tour and Christmas Open House plus other events. We do
not have an Executive Director but an Executive Secretary. We are functioning the same without an Executive Director.
Martha Metcalf, our Executive Secretary is doing a fine job as the only paid employee. We have two volunteers who
come every day we are open. We believe that at least two people should be on duty when we are open. If needed, we
call a board member or a regular member to come for a few hours. Jan Greenblatt is the board member we call on
most frequently. Jan also does the bookkeeping for the Brady project and comes about once a week for that project.
The advent of the Internet and various electronic devises has impacted not only the Research Library but also
the visitation of the Schmidt House and the bookshop sales. None are as busy as they have been in the past, but still
we plan to continue to serve the needs of the community in many of the ways we have for years. Probably the smoke
this past summer also impacted the number of visitors we had.
Without the cost of an Executive Director, and our second year of not paying wages for two employees, we
have a better grasp on our financial standing. We have considerable investments, but we are restricted from using the
principle. We use the interest, when needed, to supplement book sales, research fees and membership dues used to
operate the Schmidt House Museum and Research Library. We do adjustments each month, but this year (2018) we
did fine. One of our major utility expenses was water for the Schmidt House Lawns. The water does not go down the
drain, but we had to pay about $300 a month of sewage fees anyway. Therefore, we have had several monthly water
bills over $400.
Also since the recession of 2008, we have been operating month to month, hoping our investments will keep
us solvent. In 2018 we have done okay but, so far, we did not receive funds from the Basker bequest which is managed
by the Four-Way Foundation. The Cogswell bequest ran out in 2017 after a decade of contributing to our operational
funds. We will be adjusting to that loss for a couple of years.
Some of the changes we experienced in 2015, 2016 and 2017 left us in good shape in some areas, pensive in
some areas and downright flabbergasted (the water bills) in others and this comment is the same as last year’s annual
report. We had incidental expenses not covered by insurance, as is usual. We almost had a tragedy this summer
when a small trailer house parked on K Street, caught fire and burned the trees and bushes along the street. It was put
out before it could spread across the parking lot to the Research Library. The fire did not cost us anything monetarily,
but was a worry anyway. In 2017 we were told that the HVAC unit in the Research Library would probably need to be
replaced in 2018 before the hot weather returned, but summer has come and gone and the unit is still functioning.
In 2018 the Schmidt House chimney, which is not used, tends to gather moisture and the condensation peels
off the paint inside the living room, parlor and stair well surrounding the chimney. We repaint it when it happens. We
are working to remedy that situation.
Most things are stabilized and should work fine for the immediate future. All the fixing and replacement we did
in the past three years is holding well and we had no major “fixes” in 2018.
The simple bottom line is that we need more members. Members who are not only willing to pay their yearly
dues but volunteer occasionally with the Living History Players and in the library, Schmidt House and yards. $20 a year
is not a large membership fee, but if we had more members, we would receive more funds. Thank goodness for those
who send us donations on a regular basis. Is there anyone who is an experienced grant writer who would like to volunteer to write a grant? I wrote two last year and received one. We received a grant from the Oregon Community Foundation this year. People also need to help support our library and bookshop. History books make great gifts to relatives
and now we have a series of children’s books that may be something your children or grandchildren would like. They
are printed in large print, so they are good for older eyes too. They are written at about the 4th grade level, so little ones
might struggle before they “grow into” them, but they are easy for all to read some of the simple stories of Josephine
County residents of the past.

We thank you all for your past support .

Come

Page 5

Walk
Research
Library at

Through
The

512 SW 5th.

Schmidt

Grants Pass.

House

We are open
Tuesdays thru
Fridays from

Museum
Garden
We are open Tuesday thru
Fridays from 10am to 4pm.
Come visit our
Library and Book Store, tour
the Schmidt House Museum
and enjoy our garden .

10am to 4pm.
Come and visit
and see what
we have in our
books store.

Christmas Past
With the Schmidt Family and
Father Christmas
1-4PM Saturday Dec. 15, 2018
Schmidt House and Barn
508 SW 5th Street
Research Library

President Joan Momsen presents the Thanksgiviing dinner raffle winner

Misti King with her winnings. Pumpkin pie, whjpped cream, dressing,
mashed potatoes, cranberry sauce, beans, corn ,dinner rolls and of
course, the Turkey.

512 SW 5th Street
Entertainment, treats, children's crafts,
free admission.

Last chance for a raffle ticket is December 15, 2018
Because it was so smoky and business was slow, our “Back to School” Raffle was
extended to December 15. You still have time to buy a few tickets. The first person that
comes to claim a prize will have 15 choices, so come as soon as you are phoned. The
longer you wait, the less choices you have. Prizes are: A large set of gold –colored Christmas –tree ornaments, a collectors Indian doll,...it could be a toy but is mainly for display,
also a 1890’s collectors doll, about 20 knit caps for little kids (are you a teacher or have lots
of grandkids?), Two dolls that need to be dressed (it would be a good gift to sew clothes for
these girls), a copy of any one of the books we print, a stuffed Santa doll dressed in tones
of brown, a “coffee table” book ,a large (really large) platter for your turkey, a circus animal
waffle iron and other goodies.
People donate things to the Society that they no longer need, gifts they received and
do not want, all sorts of things that really are not historical and we have decided to disperse
them in this manner, plus we have purchased some unique items for the raffle. People
seem to like to come in and have a choice of what they can claim and the money helps the
Society pay one or two utility bills
The drawing will be Tuesday, December 18. We will phone the first winner and give
him/her a bit of time to be the first one in the Research Library to pick the item of choice,
and then draw another. All winners may not be selected the first day.

Reminder:
The Josephine County Historical Society is a non-profit with
no governmental connection. We are not part of county
government.
We are self-supporting thanks to our membership and benefactors.

The New Oldtimer

We invite you to join the Society. You do not have to attend
meetings, but we can use your volunteer services in many
ways. Phone us and ask.

JCHS’ electronic newsletter

Membership Dues per year are:

Martha Metcalf, Executive Secretary

Single

$20

Joan Momsen, Publisher

Family

$30

Josephine County Historical Society

Business

$55

512 S.W. 5th Street

Grants Pass, Oregon 97526

541-479-7827
jchsmartha@gmail.com

We could use some new board members . If you are a member and
would like to serve on the Board, call
our office for further details. If you
are not a member, you may join at
anytime. To be on the Board of Directors, you need to attend two consecutive board meetings and on the
third visit the Board will invite you to
serve. You will then serve until the
November election when your name
will placed on our annual ballot.
Board members serve for two years
and attend one monthly board meeting on the first Tuesday of each
month at 6:45 pm in our board room
in the barn located behind the
Schmidt House Museum. Meetings
last about 90 minutes. There are
many committees that you might
wish to chair, but we only ask you to
.
attend the board meetings for a few
months to see if you wish to get further involved in our activities. Volunteers are also needed. Living History
Players could use s few more actors.
Come and see us and discuss the
possibilities.

Donations accepted.

Join online:
www.jocohistorical.org
Buy books and photos online too.

The Living History players are donning their Christmas finery to
celebrate the Season. We will have an entry to the Grants Pass
Christmas Parade on Sat., Dec. 1. And we plan to be downtown
for First Friday, on Dec. 7. All of this leads up to the Christmas
Past Victorian Open House event at the Schmidt House on Sat.,
Dec. 15, 1-4pm.
At that event we will offer tours of the historic Schmidt House by
costumed Docents, Father Christmas will be there to entertain
one and all, and there will be musical entertainment as well as
Christmas Holiday refreshments. The Schmidt House, Barn and
Bandstand look so beautiful wearing their Holiday décor. Weather permitting, we will have several beautiful Model A’s from the
Henry’s Lady Model A Club.
The Living History Players have revised a Victorian Christmas
presentation and will be offering it to two of our local retirement/
assisted living facilities. Hopefully, it will bring back fun memories
for these lovely seniors.
Cindy English, Living History Director

