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           As The Dust Gathers 
One thing about history is it never gets old.  It is old already, other-
wise it would not be history.   Our museum is dusty, but no one is al-
lowed to tour the facility during the pandemic and it seems unneces-
sary to dust the place for no one.  We will clean it when the pandemic 
is over.   

The museum grounds are visited by those walking by.  Some even 
knock on the library door to say how nice the yard looks.  We thank 
our members, and strangers too, who stop by to pick up trash. Com-
plete strangers even pick up trash, but sometimes they put the trash 
in the garden refuge cans and then we have to remove it to put in the 
garbage cans.   I guess some people do not know there are three 
types of disposal cans.  Actually they are large plastic bins on wheels.  
One is for garbage.  One is for things that can be recycled and one is 
for garden debris.   We keep the garbage and recycle bins behind a 
wooden enclosure, but the garden debris containers are out in the 
open, very handy for people to deposit anything.   At least garbage is 
being picked up instead of scattered throughout the yard.  

Sometimes the homeless even “camp” on our  bandstand, porches 
and lawns. They are the ones who leave trash and often they use the 
bushes for restroom facilities.   This does not happen on a regular ba-
sis, but picking up human waste is disgusting.  It goes in the garbage.   

We are planning to build a fence around the museum grounds and  
would love to have contributions.  If you have been stuck at home and 
have a regular income, maybe you have some excess funds you 
would like to donate.  Each of us has our own way of contributing to 
the needs of others and if the Historical Society is something you 
would like to fund, keep paying your dues. Look on page four to see 
how you can contribute via  Amazon and Fred Meyer.   If you want to 
donate some extra cash, we would appreciate that too. 

Check your website.  Phone us.  Put on your mask and reserve time 
to come in and do research.  We are still providing services for the 
community.   

The Historical Society Research Library has been closed since 

March 20, 2020 due to the coronavirus pandemic.   We are in the 

office on Wednesday and Thursday but we keep the door 

locked.  Wear a mask and knock if you want to come inside and 

talk, or phone for an appointment.     

The last Historian  was sent  by mail, because the annual ballot 

was enclosed.    Until we can go back to a regular schedule, The 

Historian will be sent by email.   
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This is a photo of the construction crew of the newly opened Caveman Bridge c. 1931. 

The 4th man from the left in the back row is noted as William Thomas Hendly Ramsey.   

Is that correct?  Do you know who any of the others are?  It is a 90 year old photo and 

maybe one of our readers has a copy with the names.  We sure would like to know 

them.   Thanks.  
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Are you a member of the Josephine County Historical Society?  Time to join.  

Go online at our website and pay by Pay Pal ( or any credit card) and we will 

send you a receipt and membership card by mail.    Put on a mask and come in-

to our office to join.  Covid-19 hours are Wednesday and Thursday from 10 to 4.  

The door is locked but with a mask, we will let you in.    Or just mail us your 

name and address and $20 for a year’s membership to JCHS, 512 S.W. 5th 

Street, Grants Pass, OR 97526.   



 

Josephine County Historical Society 

3rd Annual 

      Easter Egg Hunt 
            Limited & Free to the first 50 children 10 & under 

    
                   Remember your Easter Basket & Camera 

       for pictures with The Easter Bunny!! 
 
Where: Schmidt House Lawns 

  508 SW 5th St (corner of 5th & J) 

When: Saturday March 27, 2021 

Time: 1:00 p.m.   SHARP!!! 

  Rain or Shine Event 
 

                       Donations are appreciated 

      Covid-19 protocol observed 

     

 

I. M. Bunny will 

be present for 

the Easter Egg 

Hunt.   I.M . Has 

been generous 

enough to come 

to all our  Easter 

Egg hunts and 

is looking for-

ward to March 

27.   
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Raffles will resume in 

the future 

Oregon Books will give members 

a discount if you show your JCHS 

membership card, and will donate 5% 

of the sale back to the Historical Soci-

ety.   

Oregon Books                          

150 NE E Street                   

Grants Pass, OR 97526 

541-476-3132 
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Board for 2021 

 

President/Hist. Sites 

Ken Bell 

Vice President 

Leta Neiderheiser  

Treasurer/Executive Secre-

tary 

Martha Metcalf  

Secretary/Publishing 

Joan Momsen 

Events 

Sharon Allen  

Living History Players  

Cindy English 

Properties 

Glenn Hearrell 

Research Library 

Patricia Heumann 

Directors-at-Large 

Jim VanDelden 

Jan Greenblatt 

Mary Beth Magarine 

Kathy Marshall 

Rick Marshall 

Nedra Mitchell 

Pam Petrusha  

Linda Fuidge 

 

Amazon can help us 

If you shop at Amazon, please 

sign up asap.  It only takes a few 

moments and we get a bit of 

money from your purchase.  It 

costs you nothing.  Sign up: 

http:smile.amazon.com/

ch/936015456 

Fred Meyer Community 

Rewards also help.  Sign up now 

or take the time to renew. If you 

shop at Fred Meyer, you have 

probably received a notice to 

renew.. 

www.fredmeyer.com/community

rewards.                                    

Our  I.D number is NPO#94511 

Shamrock Technologies  

Sean Malloy 
 

 

2555 N.W. Highland Ave.  

Apt. A 

Grants Pass, OR 97526 

541-761-0001 

 

Something to think about. 

JCHS is self-supporting and 

we make money to operate the 

Society but we have limited 

money-making possibilities.  

Membership is vital.  The 

membership dues go a long 

way to help support our Socie-

ty.   Our bookstore also con-

tributes to our survival.  Think 

about Father’s Day, Birthdays , 

Christmas and upcoming sin-

gle occasions for which  you 

might need a gift.  A member-

ship for a year to one of your 

friends or relatives might just 

be the thing that helps them 

appreciate local history. 

You may order by mail and we 

will send or deliver your order  

when it is filled.  Remember 

we are not open but we check 

the office weekly.   

 

I.M. Bunny greets Easter Egg 

Hunters and helpers in the 

Bandstand at the annual Egg  

Hunt.  This year it is planned 

for March 27.    



 

The Josephine County Historical Society a 501 (c ) 

3 organization is the fiscal agent for the Brady Pro-

ject.   We collect the donations and pass them on 

to the artists.  We do not keep any of the funds 

received. If you wish to donate, send checks to:  

Josephine County Historical Society 

512 SW 5th St., Grants Pass, OR. 97526 

You may donate on the JCHS website  

www.jocohistorical.org 

Be sure to note “Brady” on your check or website 

donation.  The Brady Project will be a memorial 

statue, as shown, honoring Brady Adams. 

Brady Project  

DONATIONS     10/01/20 THRU  
1/27/21 

 

Sean Malloy 

Ken Bell 

Sharon Allen 

Fred West 

Larry Thornton 

Judith Christensen 

Judith Krohn 

Marjorie Hart 

Antoinette Howell 

David & Alice Hodson 

Joan & Les Dougherty 

Renee Barron 

Arden Renton 

Shirley Commons 

Jim & Karen VanDelden 

Florence Behymer 

Andrea Nielsen 

Robert & Dorothy Orey 

Anne Billeter 

Martin Bauer 

Leslie Palmer 

Carol & Gilbert Meek 

SUSTAINING DONATIONS 

 

Colene & Ronald Martin 

Gordon Russ 

Ed & Cindy English 

Arlette Butler 

Celeste Guillory 

Annette Roe 

Frank Holliday & Mary Slater 

Michael Murphy 

Louise & Stephan Martin 

Frank Sprinkle 

Joan Momsen 

Judith Basker 

Arden McConnell 

Chuck & Donna Baird 

Linda & Gregory Day 

Teresa Thompson 

Jodi Wainwright 

Irving & Kathryn Vodovoz 

Edith Decker 

W. Philip Gordon 

 

In Memory of 

KS Martin IMO Edna May Hill 
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Board Member Linda  with  GGD Addy..  We  preserve and 

keep track of all types of History and  Linda does not look old 

enough to have a great granddaughter.    

 

 

LIVING HISTORY PLAYERS ARE STAYING 
SAFE 

There is not much to report about the Living 
History Players.  Most are staying home and 
staying safe and awaiting their opportunity to 
get the COVID vaccine.  

At a recent JCHS meeting, we all agreed to 
go ahead and plan the Easter Egg Hunt.  It is 
a fun, low-key event, and we should be able 
to manage it with the COVID restrictions.  So 
plan to join us on March 27 or at least buy a 
raffle ticket for a cute basket for your young 
grandkids! 

We also agreed to have a "Spring Cleaning" 
at the Schmidt House and Research Library 
some time in April.  We want to be all clean 
and sparkly when we can finally open up the 
office and give tours again.  We will let you 
know when we have a date.  It will go much 
quicker if we get lots of people to help! 

Exciting news:  John Hudick and Mary Beth 
Huffman were married on Dec. 31.  Linda 
Fuidge became a great grandma that same 
day. 

Sad news:  Candy and Neil Kaiser have re-
signed as Players.  We shall miss them as 
they were wonderful as Claus and Hannchen 
Schmidt and contributed generously to JCHS 
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We could use some new board members  So far we have two new ones for 2021, but if 

you are a member and would like to serve on the Board, call our office for further de-

tails.  If you are not a member, you may join at anytime.   To be on the Board of Direc-

tors, you need to attend three consecutive board meetings and on the third visit the 

Board will invite you to serve.  You will then serve until the November election when 

your name will placed on our annual ballot.  Board members serve for two years and 

attend one monthly board meeting on the first Tuesday of each month at 6:45 pm 

(Providing there is no pandemic restrictions) in our board room in the barn located be-

hind the Schmidt House Museum.  Meetings last about 90 minutes.  Some were can-

celed due to Covid-19 and others were outside.    There are many committees that you 

might wish to chair, but we only ask you to attend the board meetings for a few months 

to see if you wish to get further involved in our activities.  Volunteers are also needed. 

Living History Players could use a few more actors.   Come and see us and discuss the 

possibilities or just phone,.  

Bored?  Then try a Board Membership 



The Historian 

Martha Metcalf, Executive Secretary 

Joan Momsen, Publisher 

Josephine County Historical Society 

512 S.W. 5th Street,  

Grants Pass, Oregon 97526 

www.jocohistorical.org 

541-479-7827 

Goodbye Cabin Fever… Hello Schmidt Spring Spruce-up 

Join Us tidy the Schmidt House property on Thursdays, 1pm 

thru March 25 

There will be mowing ; blowing, weeding ; feeding, raking ; 

brooming, pruning ; trimming, planting ;painting, sodding ; seed-

ing, and small maintenance jobs completed 

JCHS has pride… We know it… It’s time to show it! 

Pictures of Fred &; I raking (We filled 6 yard bins   

with leaves parking lot drainage sludge). 

Contact Sharon Allen/JCHS Events for info. 
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December sunset  


