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Want to contact us? This is the best
email to use to contact us.
jchsmartha@gmail.com
Phone:

541-479-7827

Website: www.jocohistorical.org
Check out our Facebook page.

This is our email newsletter.
You can “blow it up” so you
can read the small print. This
is the 4th electronic newsletter. We publish six newsletters per year, every other
month. Three are mailed and
three are sent via email. We
hope you find them interesting.

We are having a Friday the
13th Raffle. You can get
your tickets at the
Research Library through
Friday, April 13. Drawing
will be held April 17. The
first person that comes to
claim a prize will have 15
choices, so come as soon
as you are phoned. The
longer you wait, the less
choices you have. Prizes
are: A really, really big
vase, a small food processor, a fish shaped platter, a
giant brass candlestick
holder, a year’s JCHS
membership, a pressed
glass serving platter, a red
lap robe, five different $1
coins, small assortment of
silver U.S. coins, a briefcase, etc., etc., etc.

Winter 2017
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Spring 2018

We have a date:
Saturday March 24
Easter Egg Hunt in our
garden,. The Easter
Bunny will be present.
Saturday May 19 Conversations with our
ghosts and spirits at the
Schmidt House has
been postponed until
May 4, 2019.
Pie and Ice Cream
Social. Friday
July 27, 2018
Graveyard Tour
Saturday Oct. 6, 2018
Note the earlier date.
Annual Meeting
Tuesday Nov 6, 2018

Christmas Open House,
Saturday
December 15, 2018

Phone, email or
stop by for details
of what we plan in
the future.

Board
for 2018
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President/Publishing

Bo
Joan Momsen

Vice President /Historic
Sites
Ken Bell
Treasurer/Ex. Secretary
Martha Metcalf
Secretary
Vacant..need to fill
Events
Linda Fuidge

About Us

In case you
did not notice,
the event
planned for
May 19 has
been
cancelled this
year.

Finance

Richard Marshall
Living History Players
Cindy English
Parliamentarian
Darrell Stafford
Properties

Shamrock Technologies

Sean Malloy

The Josephine County Historical Society operates a Research Library (located at 512 S.W.
5th Street) and the Historical Schmidt House Museum (located at 508 S.W. 5th Street).
The Josephine County Historical Society keeps documents and books relevant to the history
of Josephine County and is a private non profit organization.
We are not associated with any governmental body.
We survive on what we sell in our bookstore, fees from our fund raisers, membership dues
and well-invested bequests from individuals. We request and write grants when needed.
We have one three-quarter time (30 hours a week) paid employee, our Executive Secretary.
There are also two volunteers each day we are open. We are open Tuesday through Friday
from 10am to 4pm.
We would love to have more members. Dues are only $20 per year for individuals.
JCHS is governed by a Board of Directors which meets the first Tuesday of each month at

.

6:45 pm in the Schmidt Barn behind the Museum

Do you have a historical story about Josephine County that you would like to publish. We need stories for
Sundays Make History published each Sunday in the
Grants Pass Daily Courier. Phone for details: 541479-7827.

2555 N.W. Highland Ave.
Apt. A
Grants Pass, OR 97526

Glenn Hearrell
Research Library
Patricia Heumann
Directors-at-Large

Joan Dougherty
Jim Van Delden
Jan Greenblatt

We will not mow our grass until after the Easter

Kathy Marshall

Egg hunt.

541-761-0001

Join the Josephine County Historical Society.
Print the coupon, fill it out and send to
Josephine County Historical Society
512 S.W. 5th Street, Grants Pass, OR 97526

We thank our news
letter sponsors.

Enlarge this informational page on your computer
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Josephine County Historical Society
512 SW 5th Street Grants Pass, OR 97526
jchsmartha@gmail.com

www.jocohistorical.org

541-479-7827

What can we do for you? What can you do for us?
The Josephine County Historical Society is an independent non-profit society. We
receive money from our memberships dues, book sales, fundraising events,
donations, Living History Player’s presentations and the good will of the people of
the area. We do not get any governmental funds although people think, since we
have “Josephine County” in our name, we are part of the County system. Our
operational funds seem to have ups and down because of this misconception. We
actually get phone calls asking information about local government agencies and
the caller is often surprised that we are not a Josephine County agency.
We are the fiscal agent for money being collected to build the statue monument to
the memory of Brady Adams. We do not keep any of these funds and would love
a small donation to the Historical Society for our own operation and survival. Even
the smallest donation will help us.
We are continually trying to find ways to raise money. We have gotten some good
grants to help with the upkeep of our facilities and our publishing program, but
there are very few groups who grant operational funds. We depend on what we
earn to fund our office and staff. We have some invested funds but the market has
not been kind to us since 2008 and we do not get as much as we did before the
recession. It is getting better.
To answer the question “What can we do for you?” We can send a speaker or
Living History Player to your meetings to tell about our history. We can put a small
advertisement in some of our history publications. We can put your business card
as an advertisement in our newsletter. We charge a small fee for all of these but
we also tell our membership about your generosity in our newsletter and on our
website. The other question “What can you do for us?” and the answer is
HELP. Help us by becoming a member. $20 is an individual membership, $30 for
the family, $55 for a business, $100 for a year’s sustaining membership, or $1000
for a lifetime membership.

For Sale
Nine portable sections of Kroy 6 foot
high vinyl privacy fence. 8 Feet wide
sections have posts at both ends,
lattice tops and Gothic post caps. We
used these at the Historical Society
only about six times. The fence to the
west of (behind) the Schmidt House is
the same as these extra ones we wish
to sell. Each panel can stand alone,
maybe in front of a doorway to give
more privacy. They are identical to the
panel by the J Street sidewalk. Buy
one or all.
$175 individually or $1575 for all 9.
OBO.
Phone 541– 479–7827

If you know someone who needs a
fence or just one panel, ask them to
phone us. The fence panels cost over
$4000 when new. Thanks.

You can do this all on our website, www.jocohistorical.org, and pay by Pay Pal or
Credit Card.
Phone us at 479-7827 or contact us by email.

Amazon can help us

Fred Meyer Commu-

If you shop at Amazon, please sign
up asap. It only takes a few moments and we get a bit of money
from your purchase. It costs you
nothing. Sign up:

nity Rewards also help.
Sign up now or take the
time to renew. If you shop
at Fred Meyer, you have
probably received a notice to renew..

http:smile.amazon.com/
ch/936015456

www.fredmeyer.com/com
munityrewards.

The Josephine County Historical Society a
501 (c ) 3 organization is the fiscal agent for
the Brady Project. We collect the donations
and pass them on to the artists. We do not
keep any of the funds received. If you wish
to donate, send checks to:

Josephine County Historical Society
512 SW 5th St., Grants Pass, OR. 97526
You may donate on the JCHS website
www.jocohistorical.org
Be sure to note “Brady” on your check or
website donation. The Brady Project will
be a memorial statue, as shown above,
honoring Brady Adams.

Oregon Books will give
members a discount if you show
your JCHS membership card,
and will donate 5% of the sale
back to the Historical Society.

Oregon Books
150 NE E Street
Grants Pass, OR 97526

Name_________________________________________
Address_______________________________________
City, State and Zip_______________________________
Your email address______________________________
Your phone number______________________________
Circle your membership: $20 single, $30 family, $55 business.
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We have one new events this Spring
before Back to the Fifties comes and
we have our annual Ice Cream and
Pie Social. Check the dates on the
front of this newsletter.
Look at those great pies and lovely
ladies who volunteer to serve.

This is our
Research
Library at
512 SW 5th.
Grants Pass.
We are open
Tuesdays thru
Fridays from
10am to 4pm.
Come and visit
and see what
we have in our
bookstore.
Read below.

Do you need
a crystal globe.
We have a few
that originally
sold for $50.00.
We are selling
them for $35,
but if you come
in before Easter
(That’s April 1,
and this is no
April Fools joke,)
We will sell you
one for just $25.

We sell books and photos. You can look at our website and see some of our offerings.
However, not everything is listed. We are given many older books that have little to do with
Josephine County History or are duplicates of what we have, so we put those out to sell.
Maybe you had an old coffee table book that has disappeared or a book you remember from
years ago. We have many one of kind, single copy, of many such books that we wish to
place in good homes. So if you want a unique book, come visit our bookstore. The prices
start at just one dollar. Some cost more because we think they are worth more. Come and
see what we have and make an offer.
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Come
Walk
Through
The
Schmidt
House
Museum
Garden in
the
Spring.

It is
Constantly
Changing.
We are open
Tuesday thru Fridays from 10am
to 4pm.
Come visit our
Library and Book
Store, tour the
Schmidt House
Museum and enjoy our garden .

We are trying something new and it has very little to do
with history in Josephine County. We hope it will be an
annual fundraiser. A Fundraiser by donations. We have
engaged the services of the Easter Bunny to come and
be photographed with the attendees...kids and/or adults.
Mr. I. M. Bunny (yes, that is his name) could only be with
us on the weekend Saturday (Mar. 24) before Easter between 1 and 3 PM. He is so busy this time of the year.
Bring your own camera or smart phone and a few coins to
donate. Paper money also accepted. Happy Easter.

The latest historical item donated to the Josephine County Historical Society is this scale
that used to be at the weigh-station near Indian Mary Park. It came to us as a courtesy
of Josephine County Public Works. Rick Marshall, board member at right, and his sonin-law, Josh Schrader volunteered to move the gigantic dial to the Historical Society.
They said it felt like it weighed half a ton.

When it snowed
the Robins took
the time to land
on our back
porch railing to
eat the berries
on the honeysuckle bush.
They ate almost
all of the remaining berries. They
are ready for
Spring to come.

Letters, Notes and
Emails
*************

Letters generally
are in the printed
copy of the news
letter, as are the
generous members
who donate to the
Society.

The New Oldtimer
JCHS’ electronic newsletter
Martha Metcalf, Executive Secretary
Joan Momsen, Publisher

Josephine County Historical Society
512 S.W. 5th Street

Grants Pass, Oregon 97526

541-479-7827

Sock’s obituary
One of the most steadfast visitors at the
Historical Society was Socks Martinez. Socks was
the neighbor feline but spent most of his waking
hours sitting on the back porch of the Society or
napping in the Schmidt Gardens. Socks was a
tuxedo tomcat, black with white paws and bib.
Socks came to live in the neighborhood
about ten years ago and immediately fell in love
with the gardens and the resident female cat, Sugarbaby. Sugarbaby is a white long hair with black
spots. They hit it off and procreated. One daughter lives in Grants Pass with a Society member and
her brother was also adopted by a Merlin resident.
Another daughter lives in the Redwood area with a
friend of the society who also adopted her halfsister. Socks lived an altered life for the past seven years and loved to come see us.
Socks sometimes came into the Research
Library just to inspect and see if all was well. He will
be missed. He passed away Feb. 10, 2017 Sugarbaby and two daughters survive him.

jchsmartha@gmail.com

Reminder:
The Josephine County
Historical Society is a
non-profit with no governmental connection. We
are not part of county
government.
We are self-supporting
thanks to our membership and benefactors.
We invite you to join the
Society. You do not have
to attend meetings, but
we can use your
volunteer services in
many ways. Phone us
and ask.
Membership Dues per
year are:
Single

$20

Family

$30

Business
$55
Donations accepted.
Join online:
www.jocohistorical.org
Buy books and photos
online too.

We could use some new board members . If you are a member and would like to
serve on the Board, call our office for further details. If you are not a member, you
may join at anytime. To be on the Board of Directors, you need to attend two consecutive
. board meetings and on the third visit the Board will invite you to serve.
You will then serve until the November election when your name will placed on our
annual ballot. Board members serve for two years and attend one monthly board
meeting on the first Tuesday of each month at 6:45 pm in our board room in the
barn located behind the Schmidt House Museum. Meetings last about 90 minutes.
There are many committees that you might wish to chair, but we only ask you to
attend the board meetings for a few months to see if you wish to get further involved
in our activities. Volunteers are also needed. Living History Players could use s few
more actors. Come and see us and discuss the possibilities.

